BOROUGH  OF  LYMINGTON 


-o- 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year ,  1949 


Printed  by  the  Advertiser  &  Times  (Hants)  Ltd.,  New  Milton. 


TOWN  HALL, 
LYMINGTON, 

June,  1950. 

TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  LYMINGTON 

Mr.  MAYOR,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1949. 

Regarding  the  Vital  Statistics,  out  of  a  total  of  287  deaths,  174 
were  over  70  years  of  age ;  of  these  86  deaths  occurred  among  people 
between  70  and  80  years,  70  between  80  and  90  years,  and  18  were  over 
90  years. 

The  death  rate  shows  a  decrease  of  0.5  per  thousand  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  as  compared  with  the  rate  for  1948.  The  rate  for  the  whole 
country  has  increased  by  0.9  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

Infantile  mortality  rates  show  a  lower  percentage  in  the  Borough 
as  compared  with  the  country  as  a  whole.  The  number  of  deaths  under 
one  year  was  7  as  compared  with  8  in  1948,  and  the  number  of  births 
was  343  as  compared  with  304  in  1948,  which  reduces  the  death  rate 
per  1,000  live  births  to  20.4  as  compared  with  26.3  in  1948. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  first  half  of  1949,  436 
cases  being  notified  as  against  26  in  1948;  there  was  one  death  from 
this  disease.  As  far  as  other  infectious  diseases  are  concerned  there 
was  a  decrease  over  1948  in  the  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  an 
increase  in  the  notifications  of  Whooping  Cough,  and  Poliomyelitis.  It 
is  gratifying  to  note  that  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during 
the  year. 

Taking  into  consideration  all  the  circumstances  the  general 
health  of  the  population  has  remained  very  satisfactory. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Lymington  Borough  is  a  district  of  15,302  acres,  which  includes 
1,572  acres  of  mudland.  The  area  is  very  largely  agricultural  in  char¬ 
acter,  and  has  three  main  shopping  and  residential  districts,  namely, 
Lymington  Town  on  the  Eastern  end  of  the  district.  New  Milton  on 
the  West,  and  Milford-on-Sea  on  the  South.  In  addition  to  these  there 
are  two  other  districts,  namely,  Hordle  which  is  North  of  Milford-on- 
Sea,  and  Pennington,  which  adjoins  Lymington  Town.  These  are  less 
populated  than  the  three  mentioned  previously,  but  progressive  devel¬ 
opment  of  these  parts  is  anticipated  when  normal  building  activities 
are  permitted. 

The  Borough  is  ideally  situated,  having  the  New  Forest  on  its 
Northern  border,  the  sea  on  the  South,  and  the  large  shopping  centres 
of  Bournemouth  and  Southampton  within  easy  rea^h. 
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DETAILS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  ... 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


13,730 
22,240 
8,234 
.  £179,005 
£710 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live 

Births 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  of 

Legitimate 

325 

174 

151 

the  estimated 

resident 

Illegitimate 

18 

11 

7 

population 

•  •  •  • 

15.4 

Still 

Births 

Legitimate 

4 

— 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and 

Illegitimate 

— ■ 

— 

— 

still  births) 

. 

11.5 

Deaths 

287 

132 

155 

Death  rate  per 

1,000  of 

the  estimated 

resident 

population 

•  •  •  • 

12.9 

The  death  rate  of  England  and  Wales  is  ...  ...  ...  11.7 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: — 

Puerperal  sepsis  ... 

Other  Puerperal  causes  ... 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

(England  and  Wales,  32) 

Legitimate  infants  for  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ... 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were : — 


Malignant  Disease  ... 

51 

Tuberculosis 

Heart  Disease 

83 

Intra  Cranial 

Pneumonia  and 

Vascular  Lesions 

Bronchitis 

16 

Congenital  Debility 

Other  respiratory 

and  Premature 

diseases 

3 

Births  ... 

Suicide 


Deaths 

Nil 

Nil 


20.4 

18.5 

55.5 
51 

1 

Nil 

Nil 


9 

41 

4 

8 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

(I)  Public  Health  Officers: — 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time — temporary) : 

E.  Croft  Watts,  M.D.,  C.M.,  F.R.C.S.E.,  D.P.H. 

(b)  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector: 

N.  Raw,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

(c)  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector: 

J.  G.  Jenkins,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
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(2)  General  Health  Services: — 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. — Examinations  made  at  the  Hamp¬ 
shire  County  Laboratories,  and  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

(b)  Ambul  ance  facilities. — Provided  by  the  Hampshire  County 

Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority.  Infectious  cases — 
ambulance  headquarters  at  Brockenhurst.  Others  stationed 
at  New  Milton  and  Lymington. 

(c)  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  provided 

by  the  County  Authority  and  are  administered  by  the 
Health  Department  of  that  Authority.  In  this  Borough  the 
following  are  the  facilities  provided: — 

Ante-Natal  Clinic:  Parish  Hall,  Lymington. 

Child  Welfare  Centres: 

Parish  Hall,  Lymington  Every  Friday 

Women’s  Institute  Hall,  Hordle  3rd  Wednesday 

Church  Hall,  Milford-on-Sea  4th  Thursday 

Church  Hall,  New  Milton  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday 

Women’s  Institute  Hall,  Pennington. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 

(d)  Protective  Treatment  against  Diphtheria. — A  Clinic  is  held 
at  the  Town  Hall  every  first  Tuesday  in  the  month  for  the 
immunising  of  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  15  years. 
This  service  is  administered  by  the  Health  Department  of 
the  Lymington  Borough  Council  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Immunisation  at  Schools 
in  the  Borough  is  also  done  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  Immunisation  of  children  under  five  is  carried  out 
by  the  Health  Department  of  the  County  Authority  at  Child 
Welfare  Centres,  etc. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply: — 

Lymington  Town  is  supplied  from  the  Corporation  owned  Works 
at  Ampress.  The  other  parts  of  the  Borough  are  supplied  from  the 
mains  of  the  West  Hampshire  Water  Company  except  in  some  few 
dwellings  in  outlying  parts  of  the  district  where  wells  are  the  source  of 
supply. 

The  supply  from  the  mains  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  in  quantity. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  there  are  8,209  houses  supplied  from 
the  public  water  mains,  all  direct  to  the  houses  with  the  exception  of 
2  which  are  supplied  from  standpipes.  The  estimated  number  of  the 
population  served  by  the  main  is  22,164. 
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LYMINGTON  TOWN'S  SUPPLY 

Regarding  the  supply  from  the  Ampress  Water  Works,  this  is 
from  one  borehole  and  during  the  year  a  total  of  89,000,000  gallons  was 
raised.  For  comparison  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  the  estimate  for 
1933  was  50,000,000  gallons. 

No.  4  Borehole  was  completed  during  the  year  but  has  not  yet 
been  brought  into  service.  When  the  ancillary  works  are  completed 
it  is  estimated  that  the  bore  will  yield  15,000  gallons  per  hour  safe 
yield. 

On  three  occasions  for  short  periods  only,  the  town's  supply  was 
augmented  from  the  West  Hampshire  Water  Company,  once  when  the 
new  gas  holder  at  Lymington  was  being  filled. 

Regarding  main  and  service  pipes,  some  time  has  been  spent  on 
the  alteration  of  the  mains  and  services  in  the  St.  Thomas  and  Queen 
Street  areas  where  the  County  Council  were  carrying  out  extensive 
improvements  to  the  roads.  The  old  5"  main  had  to  be  lowered,  and 
all  the  service  pipes  were  renewed. 

27  tappings  to  the  main  were  made  as  follows : — 

10  for  new  housing. 

3  for  garden  services. 

3  for  industrial  purposes. 

7  for  improved  properties,  and 

4  other  miscellaneous. 

At  this  point  I  wish  to  thank  the  Water  Manager  for  the 
information  he  has  given  me  regarding  the  undertaking  under  his 
supervision. 

Four  samples  were  taken  as  supplied  to  the  public  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  and  all  reports  were  entirely  satisfactory. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

New  Milton,  Milford-on-Sea,  Pennington  and  Hordle 

26  samples  were  taken  in  respect  of  wells  to  23  properties.  As  a 
result  of  the  analyses  the  wells  supplying  17  premises  were  found  to  be 
unwholesome.  In  15  of  these  cases  the  main  water  was  available, 
although  not  in  all  cases  reasonably  close,  and  steps  were  taken  to 
have  the  properties  connected  thereto.  During  1949  eleven  of  the 
houses  affected  were  provided  with  the  main  water  supplies,  one  other 
was  in  respect  of  dairy  premises  and  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  remaining  cases  will  be  dealt  with 
early  in  1950. 

Regarding  the  defective  Well  Water  supplies  outstanding  in  my 
last  report,  the  properties  concerned  were  connected  to  the  main  during 
1949. 

So  far  as  the  supply  from  the  West  Hampshire  Water  Company 
is  concerned,  this  has  been  satisfactory  and  the  Company  continue  to 
extend  the  main  where  required.  Two  samples  taken  during  the  year 
were  graded  Class  1.  Details  of  extensions  and  tappings  during  1949 
are  as  follows: — 

417  yards  of  6"  main. 

398  yards  of  4"  main. 

1,766  yards  of  3"  main. 

725  yards  of  2"  to  1"  main. 

A  total  of  181  tappings  to  the  main  were  also  made  during  1949. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage: — 

Special  efforts  continued  during  the  year  in  persuading 
owners  of  properties  to  provide  main  drainage  in  the  areas  where  the 
new  sewer  was  laid,  particularly  in  the  more  congested  parts,  and  the 
progress,  in  view  of  high  costs  and  other  difficulties,  has  been  quite 
satisfactory.  These  efforts  resulted  in  18  houses  in  Hordle,  4  in  Ashley, 
20  in  Pennington,  and  4  in  Milford  being  connected  to  the  main  sewer 
during  1949. 

Regarding  main  drainage  facilities  in  private  Streets  mentioned 
in  my  previous  reports,  I  regret  that  more  progress  has  not  been  made 
but  it  seems  that  every  effort  is  being  made  to  deal  with  the  unsewered 
parts  of  the  built  up  areas.  During  the  year  I  am  glad  to  report  that 
main  drainage  has  been  provided  in  Lodge  Road,  Pennington,  and  I 
hope  that  more  substantial  results  will  be  reported  next  year. 


ANALYSIS  OF  SEWER  CONNECTIONS 


District 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Total 

New  Milton 

12 

43 

32 

18 

17 

122 

Milford-on-Sea  ... 

2 

8 

11 

6 

12 

39 

Everton  and  Hordle 

12 

24 

17 

40 

18 

111 

Pennington 

9 

15 

21 

8 

14 

67 

Lymington 

3 

5 

5 

3 

5 

21 

Total  Connections 

38 

95 

86 

75 

66 

360 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  connections  made  in  respect  of 
Council  Houses  erected  during  the  year  and  of  these  a  further  118  new 
residences  were  connected  to  the  sewer. 


It  is  perhaps  interesting  to  note  that  within  the  area  of  the  new 
sewer,  the  following  number  of  properties  have  been  connected  thereto 
(excluding  new  Council  houses) : 

Everton  and  Hordle  ...  209  » 

New  Milton  ...  ...  82  / 

(  582 

Pennington  ...  ...  181  ( 

Milford-on-Sea  ..  ...  110  ) 

Outside  the  sewered  areas  3  other  properties  (not  new)  have  been 
provided  with  cesspool  drainage  systems. 

Regarding  other  drainage  matters,  defects  to  drains  were  found  at 
54  properties  and  all  except  three  were  remedied  during  the  year. 
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Public  Cleansing: — 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Borough  Engineer. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse,  the 
collection  being  once  weekly  except  in  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  area 
where  once  fortnightly  collections  are  made.  There  is  one  disposal  site 
serving  the  whole  of  the  area,  the  method  of  treatment  being  by 
controlled  tipping.  Infestation  of  the  refuse  site  by  crickets  occurred 
during  the  year  and  the  site  was  treated.  Houses  in  the  vicinity  were 
affected  and  these  were  treated  with  an  insecticide  powder. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Inspections  made  during  1949: — 


DESCRIPTION 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Action 

reqd. 

Reme¬ 

died 

NOTICES 

In¬ 

formal 

Statu 

-tory 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ... 

Dwellinghouses : 

214 

22 

22 

— 

(Housing  Act) 

154 

25 

11 

25 

_  : 

(Public  Health  Act) 

436 

57 

43 

38 

_ 

Council  House  Applications 

253 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

Drainage  Visits  and  Tests 

640 

54 

45 

_ 

_ .  1 

Water  Supplies:  Inspections 

Camp  Sites  and 

181 

22 

17 

— 

— 

Moveable  Dwellings 

174 

9 

8 

Schools 

12 

1 

1 

Factories  (inc.  Bakehouses) 

Food  &  Drugs  Act 

96 

19 

16 

— 

1 

Food  Premises 

302 

38 

30 

Inspection  of  Food 

150 

Inspection  of  Shops 

Slaughterhouses  and 

15 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Knackers  Yards  ... 

10 

3 

3 

Refuse  Sites 

16 

1 

1 

Dustbins 

74 

33 

13 

Complaints  and  Nuisances 

Rats  and  Mice 

82* 

56 

53 

— 

— 

(Destruction  Act)  ... 

2359 

403 

396x 

_ 

___ 

Infectious  Diseases 

40 

, 

Disinfections 

27 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

43 

_____ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Petroleum  Regulations  ... 

3 

____ 

_____ 

_ 

Sea  Water  Baths 

11 

1 

1 

House  Pests 

28 

6 

6 

Miscellaneous 

28 

1 

1 

Samples:  River  ... 

1 

_ 

Ponds 

2 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream  ... 

42 r 

16 

16 

. 

_ 

Milk 

26 

4 

4 

___ 

Milk  Bottles 

15 

6 

6 

_____ 

_ 

Water 

32 

17 

12 

. 

_  i 

Sea  Water  Baths  ... 

10 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

54&D 

798 

709 

63 

1 

x  Indicates  treatments  given 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1937 

There  are  162  registered  factories  and  workshops  in  the  District 
and  96  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  these  premises.  Details 
are  as  follows: — 


No.  on 

Inspec- 

DEFECTS 

Premises 

Register 

tions 

Found 

Remedied 

Power  Factories 

83 

19 

14 

12 

Non-Power  Factories 

79 

77 

5 

4 

Totals  ... 

162 

96 

19 

16 

Analysis  of  Defects 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Sanitary  Conveniences : 

... 

... 

15 

13 

(a)  Insufficient 

... 

1 

0 

(b)  Unsuitable/defective 

... 

1 

1 

Other  offences  ... 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

2 

Totals  ...  19  16 

COMPLAINTS  AND  NUISANCES 

83  complaints  were  received  by  the  Health  Department  during 
1949.  Out  of  this  number  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  in  56  cases 
and  53  of  these  were  remedied  during  the  year.  The  following  is  the 
analysis  of  the  complaints  received : — 


House  defects 

16 

Drainage  defects  ... 

25 

Insanitary  accumulations 

5 

House  Pests 

9 

Defective  sanitary  fittings 

7 

Miscellaneous 

16 

Ditches  and  Watercourses  5 


MILK,  DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS 

Commencing  1st  October,  1949,  some  of  the  duties  of  the  Local 
Authority  were  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
Broadly  speaking  this  Ministry  becomes  entirely  responsible  for  the 
Registration  and  enforcement  of  regulations  in  Dairy  Farms,  while  the 
Local  Authority  retains  responsibility  for  the  provisions  applying  to 
dairies  which  are  not  dairy  farms,  and  of  dairymen  connected  there¬ 
with.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Council  still  retains  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  provisions  relating  to  diseases  communicable  to  man. 

Up  to  the  1st  October  there  were  75  registered  dairy  farms  and 
7  other  registered  dairy  premises  within  the  Borough. 

A  total  of  214  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  the  matters 
requiring  attention  were  chiefly  limewashing  of  the  dairies  and  cow¬ 
sheds,  and  a  reminder  to  the  dairyman  was  usually  all  that  was 
necessary. 

Two  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  fat  content  and  both  com¬ 
plied  with  the  legal  standard. 

Regarding  the  Pasteurising  of  milk,  three  other  dairies  in  the 
Borough  have  now  provided  Pasteurising  plants,  making  four  such 
establishments  in  the  Borough.  Regular  sampling  of  this  milk  has 
been  carried  out  and  the  results  were  as  follows : — 
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Number  of 

Samples 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Producer  No. 

1 

9 

6 

3 

y  y  yy 

2 

3 

3 

0 

yy  y  y 

3 

6 

5 

1 

y  y  y  y 

4 

6 

6 

0 

The  four  unsatisfactory  samples  were  those  taken  prior  to  Licens¬ 
ing  and  were  due  to  teething  troubles  arising  from  the  installation  of 
new  plants. 

Licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  have 
been  issued  by  the  County  Council  as  follows : — 

Accredited  Milk  ...  28  (no  change) 

T.T.  Milk  ...  13  (no  change) 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS 

The  number  of  camping  sites  licensed  remain  at  14,  applications 
for  licences  in  respect  of  3  other  sites  were  refused  and  there  were  no 
appeals.  36  Licences  in  respect  of  individual  caravans  were  issued 
and  in  2  other  cases  the  applications  were  refused  and  again  there  was 
no  appeal. 

Taking  the  total  area  of  the  licensed  camping  sites  into  consider¬ 
ation,  accommodation  for  about  850  caravans  is  now  available,  giving 
an  approximate  number  of  2,000  holiday  makers  on  these  sites  at  the 
height  of  the  Season. 

Comparatively  few  of  the  caravans  on  the  licensed  sites  are  used 
all  the  year  round,  but  regarding  the  individual  licences  these  are 
mainly  in  respect  of  families  who  have  no  other  home  and 
therefore  occupy  their  caravans  Summer  and  Winter. 

The  defects  and  other  matters  dealt  with  during  the  year  were 
chiefly  due  to  lack  of  proper  supervision  by  the  Licencees. 

There  has  been  no  trouble  so  far  as  the  individual  caravans  are 
concerned  and  the  occupiers  do  give  proper  care  and  attention  to  the 
disposal  of  household  waste  matter  so  that  no  nuisance  occurs.  ( 

With  certain  exceptions  the  camp  sites  too  have  been  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  and  efforts  continue  to  be  made  to  provide 
improved  sanitary  arrangements  and  other  facilities  for  the  benefit  of 
the  campers.  Unfortunately  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  satisfied  entirely 
with  the  camping  arrangements  at  all  licensed  sites,  but  I  am  hopeful 
that  there  will  be  substantial  improvements  at  those  sites  which  per¬ 
haps  are  not  up  to  the  required  standard. 

I  believe  that  Camp  Sites,  as  we  know  them  here,  can  become 
too  large  and  unwieldy  and  add  supervisory  difficulties  both  for  the 
Licencee  and  for  the  inspecting  officials  of  the  Council. 
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MEAT,  SLAUGHTERHOUSES,  FOOD  STORES,  ETC. 

In  1949  there  were  five  licensed  slaughterhouses  and  two  licensed 
Knackers  Yards  in  the  district.  Owing  to  changes  in  circumstances 
there  is  likely  to  be  a  reduction  in  this  number  next  year.  Generally 
there  has  been  no  trouble  with  these  premises. 

Meat  sold  in  the  Borough  continues  to  be  distributed  from  the 
Bournemouth  area,  home  killed  meat  being  from  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  Government  Slaughterhouses  in  that  area.  150  visits  were  made 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  foodstuffs  and  the  following  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption : — 


Beef 

Bone  Taint,  Bruizing, 

etc.  1 087ilb  s. 

Pork 

Putrefaction,  etc. 

6831bs. 

Bacon 

Rancidity,  etc.  ... 

lOOMbs. 

Offal  . 

Putrefaction 

83Mbs. 

Shell  Fish 

9  9  ... 

...  192Mb  s. 

Fish  (various)  ... 

Decomposition,  etc. 

...  15991bs. 

Butter 

Rancidity 

181bs. 

Flour 

Out  of  condition 

15Mbs. 

Sugar 

9  »  9J  99  • • • 

201bs. 

Cake 

99  99  99 

144Mbs. 

Sweets  ... 

99  99  99  •  •  • 

lllbs. 

Fish  Cakes 

9  9  9  9  9  9  *  *  * 

721bs. 

Cheese 

99  99  99  • • • 

59Mbs. 

Liquid  Egg 

9  9  9  9  9  9  •  •  • 

181bs. 

Peas 

9  9  9  9  9  9  *  *  • 

51bs. 

Pkts.  of  Cheese  ... 

9  i  9  9  9  9  •  •  • 

90  pkts. 

Tins  of  Meat 

Blown,  punctured,  etc 

104 

Tins  of  Peas/Beans 

99  99  99 

85 

Tins  of  Fish 

99  99  99 

198 

Tins  of  Milk 

99  99  99 

139 

Tins  of  Soup 

99  99  99 

47 

Tins  of  Vegetables 

99  99  99 

290 

Tins  of  Fruit 

99  99  99 

41 

Tins  of  Jams 

99  99  99 

18 

Tins  of  Puddings 

99  99  59 

1 

Tins  of  Baby  Food 
Bottles  of  Sauce, 

Salad 

99  99  99 

3 

Cream,  etc. 

•  •  • 

Out  of  condition  . 

8 

The  Beef  condemned  for  Bone  Taint  was  chiefly  imported,  the 
q  position  in  this  respect  in  English  Beef  has  improved. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  all  fats  and  meats  were 
returned  to  the  Wholesalers  and  dealt  with  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
for  manufacturing  purposes,  etc.  Where  possible  other  condemned 
food  was  used  for  animal  feeding,  a  high  proportion  of  the  fish 
q  particularly  being  used  in  this  way. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938— ICE  CREAM 


There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  Borough, 
and  retailers  within  the  district  obtain  their  supplies  from  this,  and 
ten  other  manufacturers  whose  premises  are  outside  the  Borough. 

During  the  Summer  a  series  of  samples  were  taken  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  the  bacterial  purity  of  the  Ice  Cream.  The  test  applied 
by  the  Analyst  has  no  legal  standing  and  is  purely  a  tentative  method 
of  grading  Ice  Cream  according  to  its  degree  of  bacterial  cleanliness. 
Altogether  45  samples  were  taken  and  the  following  table  indicates 
the  results  of  the  analyses: — 


Grade  1 

Grade  2  Grade  3 

Grade  4 

Manufacturer 

No.  1  ... 

4 

4 

4 

2 

yy 

No.  2  ... 

1 

- 

- 

1 

yy 

No.  3  ... 

6 

- 

- 

- 

i  i 

No.  4  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

y  y 

No.  5  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

yy 

No.  6  ... 

- 

3 

3 

3 

yy 

No.  7  ... 

2 

- 

1 

- 

yy 

No.  8  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

y  y 

No.  9  ... 

- 

2 

- 

3 

yy 

No. 10  ... 

1 

- 

- 

- 

y  y 

No. 11  ... 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Total  ... 

16 

9 

9 

11 

The  number  of  samples 

in  Grade  4 

was  high 

but  in 

most  cases 

later  samples  were 

found  to  be  of  better  bacterial  purity. 

The  results 

of  the  analysis  are 

notified  to 

the  Vendor  and  this 

no  doubt  helps  in 

ensuring  that  the  Ice  Cream  is  handled  carefully.  I  think  that  Vendors 
will  themselves  see  that  their  supplies  are  obtained  from  manufacturers 
whose  Ice  Cream  has  reached  a  high  grade. 

During  the  year  21  additional  premises  have  been  registered  for 
the  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 

Special  efforts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  ensure  that 
proper  washing  facilities  are  available  at  all  food  premises.  The  pro¬ 
vision  of  instantaneous  hot  water  systems  has  been  pressed  and  there 
has  been  a  very  welcome  co-operative  spirit  displayed  by  the  shop¬ 
keepers  in  general.  A  survey  of  the  food  shops  in  the  Borough  revealed 
that  45  were  without  proper  washing  facilities  including  hot  water  and 
24  of  these  have  now  provided  suitable  washing  arrangements  includ¬ 
ing  basins/sinks  and  water  heaters.  Of  the  remaining  21  premises 
only  6  are  without  washing  facilities  in  their  entirety,  the  remaining 
15  lacking  hot  water  supplies  only. 

Inspection  of  food  premises  for  conditions  of  cleanliness  continue 
to  be  made  and  on  the  comparatively  rare  occasions  on  which  unclean 
and  other  unsatisfactory  conditions  are  found,  little  difficulty  is  exper¬ 
ienced  in  getting  things  put  right. 
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HOUSING 


Under  Housing  a  total  of  843  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 
Regarding  enquiries  and  visits  made  in  investigating  housing  condi¬ 
tions  relating  to  applications  for  Council  Houses  a  total  of  253  visits 
were  made  and  individual  reports  made  to  the  Committee  in  235  cases. 

As  a  result  of  the  building  programme  of  the  Council  there  has 
been  a  considerable  alleviation  of  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions 
but  there  are  still  many  cases  where  the  home  is  shared  and  naturally 
these  wish  to  obtain  homes  of  their  own. 

The  Points  Scheme  of  the  Council  has  worked  very  well  indeed, 
although  it  is  understood  as  time  goes  on  that  various  amendments 
have  to  be  made  to  meet  altered  conditions.  As  a  result  of  allocations 
of  houses  made  during  the  year  114  families  living  in  overcrowded 
conditions  were  re-housed.  Overcrowding  is  not  based  on  the  standard 
of  the  1936  Housing  Act  but  on  the  deficiency  of  accommodation  taking 
into  consideration  the  number  of  persons  and  sex  of  those  living  in  the 
house  and  the  bedroom  and  living  rooms  required  to  provide  reason¬ 
able  accommodation  for  the  applicant’s  family. 

During  1949  a  further  118  houses  were  built  by  the  Council, 
making  a  total  of  496  homes  provided  during  the  last  four  years.  A 
total  of  935  houses  owned  by  the  Council  were  in  occupation  at  31st 
December,  1949. 

590  inspections  were  made  regarding  house  repairs,  64  houses 
being  inspected  under  Housing  Act  1936  and  56  houses  under  the 
Public  Health  Act.  A  total  of  82  houses  were  found  to  be  in  need  of 
repair  and  54  of  these  were  dealt  with  during  1949,  The  housing  defects 


remedied  included  the  following  items: — 

Defective  roofs 

32  Defective  floorings 

10 

,,  ceilings 

17  ,,  and  damp  walls 

36 

,,  windows 

31  „  fireplaces 

14 

Defective  sanitary 

Unclean  conditions  ... 

8 

facilities  ... 

43 

12  , 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT 

This  branch  of  the  Health  Department’s  work  has  been  actively 
carried  on  during  the  year  and  the  Rodent  Officer/ Operator  has  made 
2,359  visits.  A  total  of  403  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  and 
treatments  were  completed  in  396  cases  during  the  year. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  there  were  only  two  cases  of  major  infesta¬ 
tion,  one  at  Bashley,  and  one  at  Barton-on-Sea,  the  estimated  number 
of  rats  being: — 

Infestation  (a)  90  rats 
(b)  50  rats. 

Of  the  403  cases  of  infestation  378  were  in  private  houses,  the 
remainder  being  at  business  premises,  etc.  A  total  of  2,195  rat  points 
were  baited  and  the  results  of  the  treatments  have  been  generally 
satisfactory.  There  have  been  very  few  cases  of  re-infestation  soon 
after  treatment,  this  satisfactory  result  being  due  to  treating  blocks  of 
properties  at  the  same  time,  where  there  is  infestation  of  several 
properties  in  the  vicinity. 

The  sewers  at  New  Milton,  Barton-on-Sea,  Hordle  and  Everton 
were  test  baited  with  negative  results. 

The  poisons  used  are  Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenic,  Red  Squill  and 
occasionally  Barium  Carbonate.  In  banks  and  rat  infested  open 
ground,  Cymag  Gas  is  often  employed  with  success. 

A  service  undertaken  by  the  Health  Department  which  has  been 
appreciated  by  many  residents  in  the  Borough  is  the  destruction  of 
wasps'  and  hornets’  nests  where  the  occupiers  of  the  infested  premises 
have  not  been  able  to  deal  with  the  nuisance.  The  Rodent  Officer  has 
destroyed  64  wasps’  nests  and  14  hornets'  nests  during  the  year.  A  small 
charge  is  made  for  this  service. 

LYMINGTON  SEA  WATER  BATHS 

These  Baths  were  kept  under  observation  during  the  season  and 
eight  samples  of  water  were  taken,  the  analyst’s  reports  in  all  cases 
were  satisfactory.  Chlorination  of  the  water  continues  as  advised  by  a 
Public  Analyst.  The  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  indicated  that  the  methods  adopted  were  satisfactory. 

PORT  SANITARY  REGULATIONS 

The  shipping  entering  the  port  is  chiefly  confined  to  coastwise 
vessels,  the  cargoes  being  mainly  timber,  coal  and  oil.  There  is  no 
passenger  traffic  entering  the  port. 

Motor  Sailing 

Coastwise  vessels  entering  port  ...  194  — 

Foreign  vessels  entering  port  ...  —  — 

A  position  between  Oxey  Lake  and  Spit  Buoy  is  the  mooring 
station  for  suspected  and  infected  ships  in  the  case  of  Plague,  Cholera, 
Yellow  Fever,  Smallpox  and  Typhus.  The  following  diseases  are 
regarded  as  exempt  from  detention  at  the  mooring  station:  Measles, 
Mumps,  Diphtheria,  Chicken  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever, 
Pneumonia,  Tuberculosis,  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  Erysipelas,  Malaria, 
and  Dysentery. 

No  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  reported  during  the  year. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


The  diseases  notified  were: —  1948 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  26 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  32 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ....  1 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  ...  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  13 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  1 

Acute  infiuezal  Pneumonia  ...  5 

Erysipelas 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  1 


1949 

436 

88 

5 

1 

7 

8 

1 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Forty  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  an 
[j  increase  of  20  over  1948.  Twenty-eight  of  the  cases  were  pulmonary  and 
12  non-pulmonary.  Two  of  the  cases  notified  were  transfers  from  other 
districts. 

FOOD  POISONING 

No  epidemic  of  food  poisoning  occurred,  but  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  in  two  cases  from  one  household  the  cause  of  the  poisoning 
was  traced  to  Duck  Eggs.  Eggs  submitted  for  analysis  were  positive 
for  Salmonella  Typhi-Murium  (aeitrycke).  and  a  sample  of  water  taken 
from  the  small  duck  pond  was  similarly  positive.  There  is  some  satis¬ 
faction  in  having  traced  and  removed  the  cause  of  the  trouble. 

In  four  other  minor  cases  reported  the  trouble  was,  I  think,  due 
to  the  eating  of  infected  cockles. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 


This  work  has  continued  and  188  children  under  5  years  and  134 
children  between  5  and  15  years  received  the  completed  treatment 
during  the  year.  The  statistics  indicate  that  the  percentage  of  .immun¬ 
isation  in  the  Borough  of  children  between  1  year  and  15  years  is  79%. 
799  other  children  received  boosting  doses  during  the  year,  these  were 
done  chiefly  at  the  Schools  in  the  Borough. 

The  percentage  of  immunisation  of  children  of  school  age  appears 
to  be  quite  good,  but  my  records  do  not  indicate  such  a  satisfactory 
position  in  respect  of  children  under  school  age.  It  may  be  that  my 
department  is  not  informed  of  all  children  in  this  age  group  who  are 
:  immunised,  as  it  appears  that  only  54%  of  children  under  5  years  in  the 
Borough  have  received  this  protection.  It  seems  to  me  quite  probable 
that  I  have  not  been  fully  informed  by  the  local  doctors  of  children 
they  have  immunised,  this  being  due  to  delay  in  the  fees  for  this  work 
em  being  agreed.  No  doubt  the  records  for  1950  will  reveal  some  improve¬ 
ment. 


Regarding  the  children  of  school  age,  we  have  always  been  active 
in  seeing  that  the  children  of  the  local  schools  do  have  the  opportunity 
of  being  immunised  at  school  and  also  have  the  necessary  boosting 
doses.  With  this  end  in  view  sessions  are  held  at  the  local  schools  at 
which  I,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  give  the  required  injections. 

I  wish  at  this  point  to  thank  the  Head  Teachers  for  their  very 
helpful  co-operation  in  assisting  the  smooth  working  of  this  particular 
e  service. 
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CONCLUSION 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  report  that  with  the  exception 
of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  the  health  of  the  Borough  has  been 
good. 

There  was  a  decline  in  the  Infant  mortality  figure  for  the  second 
year  running  and  a  decrease  also  in  the  death  rate  of  the  whole  popu¬ 
lation.  The  latter  is  higher  than  the  corresponding  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  due  to  the  average  age  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough 
being  higher  than  in  the  country  as  a  whole. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  other  members  of  the  Staff  for  their  co-operation  and 
help,  also  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for 
their  support. 


E.  CROFT  WATTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


